The Opioid Crisis: Why we
need to protect adoption
and foster care providers
America urgently needs the maximum number of families and
child welfare providers to help care for children who have been
victimized by the opioid crisis. Laws that protect adoption and
foster care providers from government discrimination help
maximize options for these children and potential foster parents.
KEY POINTS:
Our country is the
midst of opioid
crisis which is
impacting children.
It is imperative
to have as many
people and
organizations
working to help
traumatized
children find a
home and a family.
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Drug abuse is currently the #1 driver of children into the foster care
system. In 2016, states removed 92,000 children from their homes
because at least one of their parents stuggled with drug abuse. Those
children comprise 21% of the total number of children 437,500 in foster
care.1
The foster care system is in crisis and has an 80% parental dropout
rate in the first two years because it is onerously bureaucratic.2 Faithbased providers have a proven track record of recruiting, training, and
supporting families and working with hard to place children.3 Certain
families desire the spiritual support that faith-based providers offer.4
In 2011, Illinois cancelled contracts with Catholic Charities because they
only place children with married mothers and fathers. As a result, more
than 2,000 children were displaced.5 The ACLU now seeks to overturn a
Michigan law that provides conscience protections for all child welfare
providers and has threatened laws in ND, SD, VA, TX, MS, AL. These laws
give foster parents the freedom to choose among providers. They do
not prevent anyone from parenting.6
Child welfare provider laws prohibit government officials from
discriminating against faith-based adoption and foster care providers
ensuring that they remain free to help kids impacted by the opioid
epidemic to find a loving home.7
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The Opioid Crisis’ Impact on Foster Children:
Laws that protect
the freedom of
all providers to
continue to serve
their communities
are needed—to
ensure that as many
organizations are
working to help the
kids hurt by the
opioid crisis.

In October 2017, President Trump declared the opioid epidemic that is
killing more than 100 Americans per day a public health emergency.8
The Associated Press’ analysis of foster care statistics from the National
Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect found a correlation between
counties with higher levels of opioid prescribing, opioid death and those
with higher shares of foster cases linked to drugs.9
In Florida, parental neglect which has been shown to be associated with
increased rates of opioid prescriptions is the single greatest factor in the
number of children put into foster care which has risen 129% in 3 years.10
The additional 2000 children in foster care will cost $40 million ($20,000
per child per year).11
There have been dramatic rises of foster children due to drugs since
2010 in Montana 100%, Georgia: 80%, West Virginia: 45%.12

Future Prospects for Children in Foster Care:
Each year approximately 20,000 children “age out” of the foster system.13
60% of the boys and half the girls end up in jail at some stage of their
lives.14
1/3 of homeless young adults were in foster care.15
Black children are 2x as likely as white children to wind up in foster care.16
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